
James Rector Memorial Issue Friday, May 19 Berkeley, California 


DAMES RECTOR,25 - died roR PEOPLE'S PARK 

Statement taken from Michael Meo, witness to the shooting of James Rector: 


For about half an hour we were on the roof of the Granma Bookstore at the 
intersection of Telegraph and Dwight; there was a standing order among the 
watchers on the roof not to throw anything, not to say anything, not to do 
anything to antagonize the police. We watched silently as they beat up 
groups of demonstrators below and blanketed the area with tear gas. 
Before the shooting startedd, we were in conquered territory; the police had 
control of Telegraph Avenue all the way from Durant to Parker and were 
patrolling without incident the turf in between. 

At the fish and chips" place at Blake and Telegraph a crowd penetrated 
onto the Avenue; the police replied this time with shotguns. At first, of 
we didn’t believe that they were shooting at unarmed people- "What 
the hell is that?" we askod each otnei*. Somebody suggested it was rock 
salt. Then a group of four, five, or six police in the middle of the block raised 
their guns to shoot. "Buckshot!" somebody shouted. James Rector saw the 
policeman aiming at his face. He turned his back and began to run; he was 

too late. Three pellets caught him in the lower left back, and he crumpled 
onto the roof. K 

I was standing beside him when he fell; again I still didn't believe that there 
had been any shooting; perhaps Rector had sprained his ankle. But when I 
got to him he couldn't breathe; and when I lifted up his jacket there were three 


bullet holes in his back. 

Whether it was birdshot or rock salt or whatever, we had to stop Rector 
from going into shock. Myself and two other guys lifted his legs so the blood 
would flow to his head, we positioned him more comfortably and told him to 
breathe deeply and evenly, and we wrapped him in blankets to keep him 
warm. It was a near thing; according to the doctor when he reached the 
hospital Rector’s blood pressure was zero. 

First we called Herrick Hospital for an ambulance, but they said to call 
the police, for they had control of the ambulances. Then we called the police, 
but the secretary told us Rector had been throwing things at the cops and 
hung up. Desperate, we shouted down to the Avenue, "There's a man shot 
up here! Get an ambulance!” The cop slowly climbed the stairs to the roof, 
looked at Rector and Blanchard (blinded by the buckshot in the next building), 
took a lot of notes, refused to lend Rector a gas mask, and left. 

But eventually an ambulance did come; of course the medical people 
refused to go climbing over rooftops to retrieve Rector; they handed us the 
stretcher instead. We lifted Rector onto the stretcher, strapped him down as 
gently as we could, and lifted him, back to the opposite rooftop. When the 
ambulance drove away they refused to say which hospital they were going 
to. 


Everybody is invited to an open meeting to discuss People's Park related issues, 
such as the bathrooms, the People's Cafe, the Berkeley Inn, Police Harrassment, a 
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hung up. Desperate, we shouted down to the Avenue, "There's a man shot 
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refused to go climbing over rooftops to retrieve Rector; they handed us the 
stretcher instead. We lifted Rector onto the stretcher, strapped him down as 
gently as we could, and lifted him, back to the opposite rooftop. When the 
ambulance drove away they refused to say which hospital they were going 
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Everybody is invited to an open meeting to discuss People's Park related issues, 
such as the bathrooms, the People's Cafe, the Berkeley Inn, Police Harrassment, a 
possible occupation of the park, future events, etc. 

Thursday, May 25, 7:30 PM. At the Long Haul, 3124 Shattuck, 848-6466. 

Together we are strong. Liberate People’s Park! 
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SQUADS DESTROYED IN NEX YORK... 


PEOPLE'S BATHROOM DESTROYED,WHILE 


The squailers o( the Lower Fast Side in New York City were once again attacked by the 
authorities.(Th:s time the Housing Preservation and Development Authorities). On April 27 when 
wrecking crews surrounded the building .v. 13th sheet and prepared .'or the destruction of this valuable 
living space. Fortunately, the squatters had learned to be quick on their feet and they slipped past the 
po.ice barrica-. os into the building where they defended their home by dumping stored bottles ol urine on 
the destruction crer'. 

A large crowd ol supporters gathered outside the building and after several squad car windows 
!unni w' 81 ^ 1 police precinct commander Michael Julian told Housing Preservation and Development 
(HPD) Oificiais, ‘This building is not coming down today. II you want to take it down lake it down 
with your police force, not with ours." 

But on May 2nd HPD took Julian at his word and bused nearly 1000 police form throughout the city 
in.o this low-income community to ensure the demolition. The cops barricaded the street and pushed 
protestors toward lompkir.s Square Park, where 16 were later arrested. This made many people 
homeless again, but on tha brighter side, these Lower East Side squatters are well organized and will 
take over new buildings in their neighbourhood. They will no doubt hold their ground with twice the 
convxtton. 
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AND ZURICH 


Roof TO PROTEST Ptf CTCTu Tlnwl 


Another attempt to build a permanent bathroom by People's Park activists has been destroyed by 
the UC bulldozers earlier this week. This time they came in really quiet at 3:30am. It is the filth time 
they destroyed the foundation for a permanent People’s Park bathroom. At the moment, there are 
two disgustingly filthy Port-o-Potties to be used by approximately 200 people. This is clearly not 
satisfactory, we need permanent bathrooms in People's Park! 

Obviously, the University will destroy our attempts to build a bathroom over and over again 
unless we get organized and take over the park. If we had hundreds of people camping in the park, we 
could successfully defend the bathroom against the bulldozers coming in the early morning hours. 

...PEOPLE'S CAFE STAYS IN PARK 
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possible occupation of the park, future events, etc. 

Thursday, May 25, 7:30 PM. At the Long Haul, 3124 Shattuck, 848-6466. 
Together we are strong. Liberate People’s Park! 
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But on May 2nd HPD took Julian at his word and bused nearly 1000 police form throughout the city 
into tms low-incomo community to ensure the demolition. The cops barricaded the street and pushed 
protestors toward lompkiris Square Park, where 16 were later arrested. This made many people 
homeless again, but on tha brighter side, these Lower East Side squatters are well organized and will 
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Akin 7UR\rH? SWATrE R 30MPS off 

*<■ z-viN'Un Roof to protest DtsTRocTiow 

Three people were seriously injured in Zurich, Switzerland at the eviction of two squatted buildings 
on May 11. 

On that Thursday morning, about 100 heavily armed cops surrounded the two buildings and 
demanded that the squatters leave. Due to the strong police presence, the squatters decided to leave 
their breakfast behind and left their home immediately. 

Soon after that, a bulldozer tore down the first wal which fell in the wrong direction and buried one 
construction worker and a neighbour who just happened to step out of her house. Both were brought to 
the hospital in critical condition. 

While all this was happening, one of the squatters went back in the house up onto the roof. He 
demanded that the police and workers leave or he would jump off the roof. The fire department put up 
a net in front of the house. The police and the construction company just continued with the 
destruction of the house as they did during the previous accident. 

Realizing that the cops didn’t even consider listening to his demand, the squatter suddenly jumped 
off the roof. He hit the net but was thrown back into the wall and fell onto the sidewalk. 

Just a few feet from the seriously injured squatter, the construction crew continued with the 
destruction of the house. Later on that day, demonstrators fought with the police in the streets of 
Zurich. 


PEOPLE'S BATHROOM DESTROYED, WHILE 

Another attempt to build a permanent bathroom by People's Park activists has been destroyed by 
the UC bulldozers earlier this week. This time they came in really quiet at 3:30am. It is the fifth time 
they destroyed the foundation for a permanent People's Park bathroom. At the moment, there are 
two disgustingly filthy Port-o-Potties to be used by approximately 200 people. This is clearly not 
satisfactory, we need permanent bathrooms in People's Park! 

Obviously, the University will destroy our attempts to build a bathroom over and over again 
unless we get organized and take over the park. If we had hundreds of people camping in the park, we 
could successfully defend the bathroom against the bulldozers coming in the early morning hours. 

...PEOPLE’S CAFE STAYS IN PARK 

The Catholic Worker’s People's Cale, a 66 foot trailer lowed onto the park on May 9th is still 

lTZ br6ak aS | 6Ve T mornin ?' and IS 0,3611 ,rom 7 ' 12 am ' Mosl P^P’ 0 in ,he Park are very pleased 
wKh the new cafe and appreciate the Catholic Worker's action. But there are others who are upset 
because they oppose any building on People's Park. ^ ' 

lrai ,: he T Ca ' holic W °* er ^ve been negotiating with the University to find a new location for the 

, J^ y , haV0been ° ereda loc l f ,lcn lhal is three miles away, but rejected it because it is too 
far removed from the people needing the services they provide. 

Pari! nnillto 0 ^ 6,0 , m ° Ve ,h ® Ihe UC owned parkin 9 >°t across the street from People's 

Park on Haste St. as a temporary site. There will be about 20,000 less people in town from next week 

on during summer vacation, so the parking problem will probably not be as bad. Besides if the 
University can t sacrifice 10 parking spaces for the homeless, one has to wonder if the university is 
oonc ® r " ed . w,,h '^'Parking problem* than with the "homeless problem*. If the University really 
cares about he homele^ as they say they do, they should offer that parking lot as a temporary site 

ommuniw E S3l Bu ! 7 F" ,0 961 ,he Universi, y ,o do in ' h « JKF3 The 

community, they first have to feel some pressure. 

* pul . ] hal1 P fessur0 on lhe university, we need as many people as possible to agree on a demand 
which could be a specific location for the trailer. s mana ' 

U ?!° rt H?if lely L lhe Ca,holic Worker have n'f expressed any interest in participating in an open meetina 
with all the other people affected, both positively and negatively, by their move. 9 9 

HiiJ "fi 1 !° rammd the Catholic Worker that there are alot of different individuals and groups with 
hJmEc i 6S rt and . ldeas . mvolved ' n People's Park. I'm sure that none of them are opposed to 
to hlln iL ^f servicos - however, the park was created as an open spare and anyone who wants 
^ouUh' h preserve ,he pafk musl keep open communication with everybody who truly cares 


A 


Slingshot will be sponsoring and organizing more events in People's Park Musicians Bands 
Artists, PertormArs O^anim.Ttote 3 rt*ps, „ toareinB J*L“s at Stasot 
00 eshelman Hall, Berkeley, CA, 94720. Or by phone at (415) 549-6270 (This number will be In service after May 26 ) 
















MON. 11:45 PM. RECTOR IS DEAD. THE PIGS MURDERED HIM. 


Tuesday, May 20, 1 96 * 


The University of California, Berkeley. Californa 


National Guard Sweeps Onto Campus; 
Clouds of Tear Gas Spread in Plaza 
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. . James Rector saw the policeman aiming at his face. He 
turned his back and began to run; he was too late. Three 
pellets caught him in the lower left back, and he crumpled 
onto the roof. ...”_ 























. . James Rector saw the policeman aiming at his face. He 
turned his hack and began to run; he was too late. Three 
pellets caught him in the lower left back, and he crumpled 
onto the roof. ...”_ 


COMMEMORATION FOR JAMES RECTOR, KILLED BY 1 
THE ALAMEDA COUNTY SHERIFFS 20 YEARS AGO: 



please come to the following events: 


Friday, May 19 

8:30 PM, The newsreel movie on the People's Park riots will be 
shown on the corner of Haste and Telegraph. 

10PM, Torchlight March through the streets of Berkeley. 


Saturday, May 20 

1 PM, Festival and concert in People's Park. Creation of 
ftectoijrtemonaljjountainj^ 

















